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Abstract This paper examines the working conditions of rural migrant workers in 

China. It first describes the spectacular increase in the number of migrants, 

from an estimated 30 million in 1989 to about 130 million in 2006. The paper 

then provides some descriptive statistics on the regions of origin of migrants, 

their destinations, the sectors in which they are employed, as well as on their 

age, sex and level of education. The paper goes on to discuss the difficult 

working conditions of many rural migrant workers in the Chinese labour 

market, in particular their low wages, the problems of wage arrears, the lack 

of written contracts, the long working hours, the short weekly rest periods, 

the low social security coverage, the poor housing conditions, and the 

difficulties they face in accessing public services. Finally, the author describes 

how the Chinese authorities have gradually loosened restrictions on rural-

urban migration, and how new policies have been developed to try to 

improve the situation of migrant workers. However, he considers that the 

objective of decent work for migrant workers in China will remain a major 

challenge for years to come. 

 


