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Abstract Monitoring progress towards decent work is a long-standing concern for the 

ILO’s constituents. The ILO Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair 

Globalization recommends that member States consider “the establishment 

of appropriate indicators or statistics, if necessary with the assistance of the 

ILO, to monitor and evaluate progress made”. The Governing Body has 

debated the measurement of decent work on various occasions and 

provided guidance on the main principles that should guide measurement. 
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These include that all four strategic objectives should be covered adequately, 

including fundamental principles and rights at work; that a composite index 

that could be used for the purpose of ranking countries should not be 

pursued; and that the approach should assist constituents to assess progress 

towards decent work in their country based on a set of indicators that is also 

available for other countries.  
 


