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Brief Preface to the Second Edition
Introduction

Hegemony and Socialist Straregy was originally publishedin 1985, and
since then it has been at the centre of many important theoretico-
discussions, both in the Anglo-Saxon world and elsewhere.
Many things have changed in the contemporary scene since that
time. To refer just to the most important developments, it is eno
o mention the end of the Cold War and the disintegration ofui
Soviet system. To this we should add drastie transformations of the
social structure, which are at the root of new paradigms in the con-
stitution of social and political identities. To perceive the epochal
distance between the early 1980s, when this book was originally
written, and the present, we have only to remember that, at ¢ ar
time, Eurocommunism was still seen as a viable political project,
ing beyond both Leninism and social democracy; and dhat, since
en, the major debates which have absorbed the intellectual reflec-
tdon of the Left have been those around the new social movements,
multiculuralism, the globalizarion and dewrritorialization of the
economy and the ensemble of issues linked to the question of post-
modernity. We could say — phrasing Hobsbawm — that the
‘short twentieth century’ ended at some pmrn: in the early 1990s, and
that voday we have w face gnblm of a substantially new order.
Given the magnitude of these epochal changes, we were ml;umed
in going thr the of this notso-recent book at how
]irr?nwf hav‘:uglput jfnacﬁumn the intellectual a.ndﬁi:nl er-
spective developed therein, Most of what has hap pened since then
has closely followed the pamern suggested in our book, and those
issues which were central to our concerns ar that moment have
become ever more prominent in contemporary discussions. We
could even say that we see the theoretical perspective developed
then — rooted as it was in the Gramscian matrix and in the cen-
trality of the category of hegemony — as a far more adequate
approach to contemporary issues than the intellectual apparatus




